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able to reduce his payments by throwing up land which he did not
require ; but this freedom was denied in practice as will be seen here-
after. It will be noticed that garden lands paid a very high rent as
compared with ordinary dry land; the highest settled rate (Erode) was
actually at Bs. 6 per acre; this arose from the old custom of sharing
the crop, so that as garden lands produced at least three or four times-
as much as dry lands, and as the nature of the crop was often very
valuable, the Government demand was proportionately increased.

Wet lands paid a high rate, assumed to be based upon a share of the*
produce. Buchanan remarks that the ryots were anxious to return to
the sharing system, under which they paid two-thirds of the gross produce
to Government, but it is clear that their aim was to open a door for
fraud and for indolence.

Originally there was no separate charge for second crop either on
wet or garden lands; the latter, though regularly producing two and
sometimes three crops, have never been charged anything but a single
rate, which included all crops; for wet lands a consolidated assess-
ment was introduced in 1801, but in 1832 this was, except under the
Kalingardyan, divided into two payments of about three-fourths and
one-fourth of the full rent of double-crop land, and the second crop
share was only charged when a second crop was grown; in some
cases it was even allowed to grow two crops of paddy at a single rate,
only orchard produce paying the full double-crop assessment. It may
be added that the assessments were based upon enquiries instituted
and rates settled in Erode and Andiyur (Bhavdni) taluks; after these
data were ascertained by assessing them " village by village and field
by field" (Garrow), the whole were systematized and applied to the
other taluks. Hence Mr. Garrow reported that " in these two taluks
the rents differ considerably from those obtaining in the remainder of
the division," and it may be added that they were not only made "with
less regularity, but in some instances, if not generally, were consider-
ably higher in all three classes of land; e.g., the highest garden rate
in other taluks before reduction was 8 ohakrams (Bs. 23-8) per bullah,
that in Erode and Andiyfir was 13 (Es. 38-3); " the very highest
punjei assessment now established, excepting Erode and Andiy6r, does
not exceed 20 fanams" says Mr. Garrow, while the Erode wet assess*
xnents had to be eventually greatly lowered. This matter is of import-
anee in considering the present rates in Erode and Bhavdni taluks.

In Soxitli Ooimbatore Mr. Hurdis adopted the plan of estimating
the capability of the soil, and framing thereon a rate corresponding to
the presumed Gtevernment slxare; the restdt lie took as Ms assessment
regardless of any incocease over or decrease from Tip&'s standard Iberia.
For this purpose he begaa mth. a survey, dividing liis villages aad
lands into classes. After determining the proportion due to Groyern*
ment, he ascertained the grain rent for saeh. class, ami tibm <jommuted
t&e results into money. It is obvious tb&t except tpom the most xoinate